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SALVATION by GRACE, 
B UT 


Not without HOLINESS 
1 


FA 4 FF FN 


Reverend Sir, 


HERE are, as you have well ob- 

ſerved, © two Extremes which we 
cannot be two careful to guard againſt“. 
The one is Self-dependance ; that is, the 
truſting to our own Works, for Juſtifica- 
tion and Salvation; and the other is Self- 
indulgence, or the gratifying our carnal In- 
clinations, having our Converſation in the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Defires 
of the Fleſh, and of the Mind, And that 
we may not fall on either of theſe Rocks, 


* Page 87. 
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* 
(2) 
it will, I think, be very proper to conſi- 
der the Goſpel as a Doctrine of Grace“, 
and as the Truth which is after Godlineſs ©. 

The Goſpel conſidered as a Doctrine of 
Grace, may juſtly be ſpoken of as an 
Enemy to Self-dependance; becauſe it ex- 
preſsly teaches us, that we cannot be juſ- 
tified and ſaved by the Deeds of the LawF, 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have 
done r; but by the Mercy and Grace of 
God, through the Redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt; that it 1s in him that we are 
made accepted, and that through his Blood 
we have the Forgiveneſs of Sins according 
to the Riches of his GraceZ. 

And the Goſpel, as the Truth which is 
after Godlineſs, may well be conſidered as 
an Enemy to Self- indulgence; becauſe it 
teaches us that denying all Ungodlineſs, 
and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in the preſent 
Worldh; and becauſe, to engage us to 
this, it aſſures us, that if we live after the 
Fleſh we ſhall die, and promiſes Life to 
thoſe only who through the Spirit, mortify 
the Deeds of the Body. 
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Both theſe Notions of the Goſpel enter 
into its very Eſſence, and we may as well 
not conſider it as the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour, as not conſider it as the Word of 
his Grace, or as the Truth which is after 
Godlineſs. Leave out either of theſe Pro- 
perties, and you make it another Goſpel, 
very different from that which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have taught us. 

There is a perfect Harmony between 
theſe two Notions of the Goſpel ; and nei- 
ther of them is in the leaſt contrary to, or 
inconſiſtent with the other. The keeping 
them both therefore in our Eye, may be a 
proper Means to prevent our being miſtaken 
as to either. And there muſt certainly be 
ſome miſtake or other, when we ſuppoſe 
that the Goſpel, as the Doctrine of Grace 
teaches us, that which is contrary to whole- 
fome Words, even - the Words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Doctrine which 
is according to Godlineſs*, And the ſame 
may be faid, if we receive that as a Truth 
of the Goſpel which is not agreeable to it, 
conſidered as a Doctrine of Grace. 

It is very evident that the Apoſtle had a 
regard to both theſe Notions of the Goſpel, 
and that he was concerned not to offend 


*1 Tim. vi. 3. 
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againſt either of them. For as he obſerves, 
that he did not fruſtrate the Grace of God, 
by teaching that Righteouſneſs came by the 
Law, which in Effect would have been 
the ſame as to have aſſerted that Chriſt died 
in vain“; ſo he aſſures us that ſuch was his 
Doctrine of Juſtification, and Salvation by 
Grace, through Faith, that it rather eſtab- 

liſhed than made void the Lawt. 
Thus the Apoſtle has ſtated the Truth, 
* 1n its native Simplicity and Glory, as it 
* ſtands oppoſed to all Phariſaical Principles 
on the one Hand; and to all Antinomian 
* Abuſes on the other.“ And now let us 
{ce whether you have followed his Example. 
Fou tell us that the true Grace of God 
revealed in the Goſpel, is abſolute and 
immediate. It is abſolute, requiring no- 
thing for the helpleſs Sinner to do, or 
endeavour, towards obtaining the divine 
Favour : And it is immediate, affording 
Relief previous to the Exertion of any Act 
of ours, and holding forth to the Sinner 
ſuch Information, as. is ſufficient to af- 
ford him immediate Hope of Salvation 
by Chriſt.” And you add, © that unlefs 
the Grace manifeſted in the Goſpel has 
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4 
«. Both theſe Properties, it cannot be free 
indeed 

And ſince, as you ſay, the Aim of 
your Performance centers here, and what 
js ſaid concerning every other Subject, is 
© in order to clear, and vindicate this im- 
portant View. of divine Grace, and to 
© ſhew how all the Doctrines of Grace are 
© conſiſtent with it, explained by it, drawn 
from it, and center in it.“ I ſhall con- 
ſider what you have offered on this Head. 

To ſhew that Grace is abſolute, you 
bring that of the Apoſtle in Rom. xi. 6; 
If by Grace, then it is no more of 
„Works; otherwiſe Grace is no more 
s Grace;z* and to prove that it is immediate, 
you ſay, that be directly ſubjoins, But if 
© it be of Works, then it is no more Grace; 
* otherwiſe Work is no more WorkF.' 

But all that is meant by theſe Words is 
this, That Grace and Works cannot both 
be the Cauſe of the ſame Benefit; if there-. 
fore it be given on Account of the one, it. 
cannot be given on Account of the other. 
And I freely own, that we owe our. Juſtifi-. 
cation and eternal Salvation not to our own; 
Works; but to the Grace of God in Jeſus. 
Chriſt : and that other Foundation for our 
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Redemption through his Blood, and as you. 
expreſs it, his Work is ſufficient to juſ- 
* tify, (and I add, to ſave) Sinners with- 
out any of their Concurrence*® ;* that is, 
without their doing any Thing to merit, or 
Purchaſe this Bleſſedneſs. And it is certain, 
that there is nothing that God requires us 
to do to this end, that we may be juſtified, 
_ ſaved on Account, or for the Sake 
O It, 

But then it will be proper to obſerve 
that although there is nothing which God 
requires us to do, that we may merit, or 
purchaſe his Favour, and nothing we can 
that will anſwer this End; yet to ſpeak 
agreeably to that Doctrine which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have taught us, we muſt ſay, . 
that there is ſomething we muſt do as we 
would ſecure, and enjoy this Bleſſing. And 
o_ as we ſhall ſee, you your felf acknow- 

dge. 

* therefore you fay, How 
* ſhould that Grace be quite free, which 
leaves the poor Sinner any Thing to do 
to obtain itF?* I cannot but ſuppoſe, that 
you thus ſpeak with no other View than to 
guard your Readers againſt the fatal Miſ- 
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take of thinking to be juſtified and ſaved 
by their own Doings; and that you do not 
mean to teach us that God's ordaining that 
all whom he juſtifies and faves ſhonld be 
found in good Works“, is inconſiſtent with 
the Scripture Doctrine of Juſtification and 
Salvation, by Grace. 
Should I meet with any who thus teach, 
I ſhould think it very proper to aſk, * Whe- 
* ther a Prince may not be faid freely to 
© pardon Rebels, although he inſiſts upon 
it that all whom he pardons. ſhall lay 
* down their arms, ſubmit to his authority, 
and behave in time to come. as dutiful 
* ſubjects?* And whether it may not with 
Reaſon be ſaid, © That herein is Love, not 
© that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
* our Sins, that we might be juſtified and 
« ſaved by him &; although abounding 
© towards us in all Wiſdom and Prudence r, 
and acting becoming the righteous Go- 
- vernor of the World, he inſiſts upon it, 
that all whom he ſaves ſhall yield them- 
ſelves to him as his Servants, and live in 
© his Service?“ For in beth: theſe Caſes 
it is not their acting in this manner, but the 
Mercy and Grace of the Sovereign, that is 
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the Cauſe of their being thus kindly treated: 

But let us conſider that which you ſay is 
the other Property of revealed Grace, and 
« neceflary to render it free indeed; viz. 
that © it is Immediate; ſo that a Perſon no 
£ ſooner underſtands and believes it, but he 
js enlightened and relieved thereby; and 
© it affords him immediate hope of Salva- 
© tion, previous to the Exertion of any Act 
of his; and it becomes a Principle of Ho- 
© lineſs and Conſolation to him; being 
taught of God, by the Spirit of Grace 
and Truth *. 

It is with Pleaſure I obſerve, that you. 
conſider revealed Grace underſtood, and. 
believed, not only as a principle of Conſola- 
tion, and as affording immediate hope of 
Salvation, but likewiſe as a Principle of 
Holineſs : And if you will give me Leave 
to add, that, conſidered as a Principle of 
Holineſs, the Effects which it produces are 
alfo Inmediate, the difference between us 
will not be very conſiderable, altho* perhaps 
we may not agree in all Points. 

If (ſay you) the View of the Divine 
© Righteouſneſs revealed in the Goſpel is 
+ ſufficient, and made effectual by the Spirit 
to ſupport the Hope, and fo to inflame 
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the Love, and ſo to produce experimental 
and indubitable Effects, what occaſion for 
any thing elſe in Experience and Practice, 
to prove a ſpecial Intereſt in Chriſt, be- 
ſides the Hope, Love, and Obedienee, 
&c. flowing from ſuch a View of Chrilt 
and his Grace“. 
And 1 freely own, that nothing more is 
neceſſary. He who fees reaſon to ſay, that 
as he believes in the Lord Jcſus, ſo he loves 
and obeys him, may be fully ſatisfied 
that he ſhall not be aſhamed of his Hope in 
Him. But this is the very thing for which 
J here plead; viz. That unleſs the view of 
the Divine Righteouſneſs does produce thefe 
Effects, it is not ſufficient to ſupport our 
Hope; and that unleſs we ſo know Chriſt, 
and ſo believe in him as to love and obey 
him, we have neither Part nor Lot in him, 
as a Saviour (for our Heart is not right in 
the Sight of God); and that unleſs we have 
the Evidence of this, we cannot have the 
hope of Salvation, becauſe we cannot have 
the Evidence of a Special Intereſt in the Sa- 
viour, 

Chriſt indeed is ſet before us in the Gol. 
pel, and we are to believe in him as the 

hope of Glory r, the Procurer of Glory, the 
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Cauſe of our expecting and hoping for it. 
Leave out the Conſideration of Chrift, and 
the exceeding Riches of the Grace of God, 
in his Kindneſs towards us, through him, 
and we can have no hope of enjoying this 
Bleſſedneſs. For * believing in Chriſt,” as 
you obſerve, * is the Way in which all Spi- 
ritual Bleſſings come to be experienced 
and enjoyed by us, the Way in which we 
may arrive at all the Satisfaction and 
© Comfort which we can deſire in the pre- 
* ſent State; for here we are to live by 
Faith J.“ | 

But many ſpeak Peace to themſelves, to 
whom God in his Word is thus ſpeaking, 
* Behold all ye that kindle a Fire, that com- 
5 pals yourſelves about with Sparks; walk 
in the Light of your Fire, and in the 
Sparks that ye have kindled : This ſhall 
ye have of mine Hand, ye ſhall lie down 
in Sorrow *.“ I hey ſay, Peace and Safety, 
when ſudden Deſtruction cometh upon them, 
and they ſhall not eſcape : They fancy, 
that Chriſt being theirs, the Promiſes are 
theirs, while alas! the Threatnings of the 
Word and not the Promiſes are their Por- 


tion; and their Fleſh may well tremble 


for fear of God; for fear of his Judg- 
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ments, This is the melangholly Cafe of 
every wicked Man, who comforts him- 
ſelf with the Hope of Salvation. And if 
there be no Principle of Grace wrought in 
us, we are certainly among the wicked. 

But of all who pleaſe themſelves with 
vain Hopes, the Caſe of none is more de- 
2 than his, who fancies that he 

nows, and highly admires the Doctrine of 
free Grace, and believing in Chriſt, rejoices 
in him alone, and has no Confidence in the 
Fleſh, and who upon this bleſſeth himſelf 
in his Heart, ſaying, * I ſhall have Peace, 
* though I walk in the Imagination of my 
* Heart;* for the Lord will not ſpare him, 
but the Anger of the Lord and his Jealouſy 
ſhall ſmoke againſt that Man; and it ſhall 
be more tollerable in the Day of Judgment 
for the vile Inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah than for ſuch a falſe Believer. What 
colour of Reaſon then is there for ſuppoſ- 
ing that he has that Faith which is a Prin- 
ciple of Conſolation ? 

It is a very uſeful, as well as juſt Obſer- 
vation, which you have given us in your 
epiſtolary Correſpondence, viz, © That no 
Faith truly juſtifies but that which ſancti- 
« fiesz* by which you mean, That what» 
ever Profeſſion a Perſon makes, or what- 
ever Notions he appears to entertain, yet 


* 
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© if he be not, induced thereby to correſ- 
« ponding Love and Obedience, there is 
c ſome defect; Mixture, Miſtake, or Re- 
« ſerve in his Faith which renders it abor- 
* tiveF.” And from this we may infer, that 
the Faith or Believing, which gives an 
immediate Hope of Salvation, muſt be im- 
mediately working by Love and purifying 
the Heart, ſo that it may be ſaid of every 
true Believer, © That being made free from 
© Sin, he is become a Servant to God, and 
© begins to have his Fruit unto Holineſsh ;* 
4 or to uſe your own Words, He is con- 
© cerned to be found in ſelf-denying Obe- 
f ddience to Chriſt's Commands, as abſo- 
4 © lately neceſſary to prove his Faith to be 


i genuine, and the Workings of his Mind 
= © to be not deluſive 5.“ Unleſs this be his 
_ _ real, hearty, fixed concern, it cannot be ſaid 
that he is juſtified by Faith; and unleſs con- 
ſcious of his having this Concern, I ſee not 
how he can have any true Peace in his Mind, 

well-grounded Conſolation, good Hopes of 
being ſaved. 

Bur you teach us that the Truth believed 
does firſt pacify the Conſcience towards 
God; and 7hen working by Love, has a 

e purifying Effect on our SoulsÞ;* and that 
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when a Perſon ſees the Son, and believes 
on him as freely exhibited in the Goſpel, 
what he ſees in Him becomes his Light; 
that Chriſt, in whom he believes, becomes 
his Hope; that his Soul is ſupported by 
that on which he truſts and leansz and 
that he is quickened and attracted by that 
* glorious Goſpel which he believes and 
loves“. 

And if you mean that he who was dead 
in Treſſpaſſes and Sins is quickened imme- 
diately on, or by his Believing, or that God 
quickens him by his Grace in giving him 
to believe, ſo that loying Chriſt, as well as 
loving the Goſpel, he is attracted, allured 
and drawn to the Obedience of Him; I 
freely own that being juſtified by Faith, he 
has Peace with God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that, if conſcious of this, 
he has Peace and Comfort in his Soul. But 
I ſee no Reaſon to ſpeak of any one as 
juſtified by a Faith which has not this im- 
mediate Effect upon him. And I cannot 
encourage him to think that being a Be- 
liever, he has good Hope through "Grace, 
and ſo may look for everlaſting Conſola- 
tion, before he feels the quickening and at- 
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Plan © true Holineſs and true Conſolation,“ 
as you ſpeak, * keep pace together ; but 
upon your Plan, Conſolation ſtarts firſt, and 
then Holineſs follows. 

It may, indeed, juſtly be ſaid, that there 
is a Truth held forth in the Goſpel which 
is very proper to relieve the guilty Con- 
ſcience; for © the Doctrine of Free Grace 
in Jeſus Chriſt, proclaimed to Sinners as 
« ſuch, is in itſelf joyful, comfortable, in- 
©*couraging, and Soul-pacifying News $.* 
It is like a King's Proclamation of Pardon 


'to all Rebels, without Exception, who will 


lay down their Arms; for it calls on every 


wicked and unrighteous Man to forſake his 
Ways and his Thoughts, and return unto 


the Lord; aſſuring him that then he will 
have Mercy upon him, and abundantly par- 
don l. And *© theſe glad Tidings which it 
brings are free, and ſuitable to all; ſo 
that no one has a better Right to, or a 
« clearer Intereſt in them, than another 4.“ 


Every Sinner, therefore, ſhould conſider 
them with Application to himſelf; and ſec- 
ing his own Concern in them, ſhould be 
ſaying in his own Heart, Thus the Goſpel 


< ſpeaks to me as well as to others.” And 
* whoſoever does not ſee that the Goſpel 


+ Page 36. F Page 68. | Iſai. p. 7. f Page 34. 
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* Report points directly at him, and at his 
* own Caſe, cannot be ſaid to apprehend 
the Truth in its proper Light +.” 

But then it ought to be obſerved, that 
neither the King's Froclamation of Pardon to 
his rebellious Subjects, nor the glad Tid- 
ings of the Goſpel, proclaimed to Sinners 
as ſuch, can give true Peace and Comfort 
to any who obſtinately perſiſt in their Wick- 
edneſs. 

* The turning, pinching Point lies (you 
* ſay) in this Queſtion, Is it poſſible for 
that Truth which has a uniform Aſpect 
towards all Sinners as ſuch, and which is 
as true concerning thoſe that periſh as 
thoſe that are ſaved, to give any ſolid Sa- 
tisfaction, or to afford ſolid Hope to any 
IndividualF?* Or, as it was before ex- 
preſſed, © How can the Report the Goſpel 
brings to our Ears, when believed, give 
Peace to the Conſcience of any Individual, 
before he can diſcern ſome ſaving Change 
© in himſelf, or ſome Diſtinction for the bet- 
ter between himſelf and anotherh.* To 
this Queſtion you anſwer, that unleſs there 
be a Truth in this, the Goſpel cannot be 
* accounted glad Tidings of great Joy to 
all People; and that the Joy of the Pri- 
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* mitive Chriſtians, upon their firſt appre- 
* hending and believing the Goſpel, would 
have been without a Foundation“. 


But they who conſider the Goſpel not 


only as the Doctrine of the Grace of God, 
but likewiſe as the Truth which is after 
Godlineſs, muſt own, that the only Perſons 
to whom it gives ſolid Hope, ſolid Satif- 
taction, are they who ſo apprehend and be- 
lieve it as to love and obey it. Thus it was 
with the Chriſtians you ſpeak of; for they 
received the Goſpel as the Word of God, 
and not as the Word of Men; and it wrought 
ſo effectually on them, that they turned from 


Idols unto God , and became Followers of 


the Churches which were in Chriſt, as in 
their Faith, ſo likewiſe in their Practice; 
although it expoſed them to great Trials 


and Sufferings +: And being conſcious that 


their Faith was thus working in them, they 
had great Reaſon for rejoicing. 

To illuſtrate this matter, you make uſe 
of this Similitude: If two Perſons are un- 
der the ſame Diſeaſe, and both of them are 
told of the ſame Remedy, he that believes 
it to be effectual and free, is immediately 
* comforted with Hopes of a Cure, and 
* accordingly applies; while he that ſuſ- 
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* pects eicher the Efficacy or Freeneſs of it, 
© receives no Relief to his Mind about it; 
and perhaps periſhes under the Diſeaſe, 
though the Remedy was as effectual in its 
Nature, and as free in itſelf, with reſpect to 
* his Caſe, as to the others ||. 
ThisSimilitude is the more proper, becauſe 
Sinners are ſpoken of in the Goſpel as Sick, and 
Chriſt as the Phyſician of their Souls, able and 
willing to heal them; but as it is ſtated, it 
cannot anſwer your Purpoſe, for you ſpeak 
of him, who was comforted with Hopes of 
a Cure, as applying ; and had not this been 
the Effect of his Belief, his Comfort and 
Hopes had been vain and groundleſs: And 
thus it is as to Sinners, whatever they know, 
and whatever they believe concerning Chriſt 
Jeſus, as a Phyſician, and the Efficacy and 
Freenefs of the Remedies which he pre- 
ſcribes, they muſt accordingly apply, or 
their Knowlege and their Faith will do them 
no Service. As for thoſe who reſolve to go 
on in their evil Courſes, they refuſe to be 
healed ; and not being willing to come to 
Chriſt, that they may have Life, they have 
reaſon to fear that they ſhall die in their 
Sins. | 
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No Queſtion (you ſay) is of greater 
Conſequence to our Peace and Comfort, 
. © than this, How ſhall a Profeſſor come to a 
true Satisfaction about his State towards 
* God*?* And it is juſtly obſerved that 
the Scriptures give this direct Anſwer, 
* By believing and obeying the Goſpel; by 
obeying, as well as believing it ; one with- 
out the other will not at all avail us. There 
muſt be the Evidence of both, that we may 
have true Satisfaction. And indeed, there 
is no right believing the Goſpel, unleſs we 
obey it, and no right obeying it, unleſs we 
believe it. | | 
But many there are who ſatisfy and pleaſe 
themſelves with the thoughts of tl eir be- 
lieving the Goſpel, while they do not obey 
it, Thus. it is for inſtance with thoſe to 
whom, the Word is as Seed ſown in ſtony 
Places. You think that, according to our 
Lord's own Account, the Defect is not 
the Want of the Exertion of any Act, or 
* the like; but their not underſtanding the 
Meaning or Importance of the Word they 
believe. For the Difference between the 
Faith of theſe and of true Believers, is ſaid 
* to conliſt in this, that the latter hear the 
* Word, and underſtand it, and therefore 
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bring forth Fruit; intimating that the 
© others do not underſtand it. Mat. xiii. 2r. 
23. .“ But the principal Deſign of our 
Lord in the Parable of the Sower is to ſhew 
us, that whatever Notions we may have of 
the Goſpel, and whatever we may believe 
concerning it, we ſhall fall ſhort of the 
Bleſſedneſs it ſets before us, unleſs there 
be an Exertion of our Acts, ſincere Obe- 
dience. to the Will of God. 

It is obſerved concerning thoſe who 
receive the Seed by the Way-ſide, which, 
being preſently caught away, makes. no 
Impreſſion upon them, that © they do 
not underſtand ith;?* but there is not 
the leaſt Intimation that it is thus with 

the Hearers you ſpeak of. They indeed, 
who bring forth the Fruit of the Word, are 
ſaid to have underſtood it; but it cannot 
be inferred from this that others, who were 
impreſſed by it, did not underſtand it. And 
as to the grand and fundamental Truth, | 
that Chriſt is the only and ſure Founda- 
tion of the loſt Sinner's Hope,” it may 
well be ſaid, that they underſtand that who 
not only believe, but receive it with Joy, 
and conſequently * have an Approbation of 
6 wh Delight in, and Dependance upon 
4 
Page 42. 8 Ibid, f Ibid. 
+ Pag $ Ibid, AY 


( 20 ) 
The Caſe of the Antinomians, according 


to the Account you give of it, is in ſome 
reſpe&t different from that of the Stony 


ground Hearers. For you do not deny, 


but rather ſuppoſe, that they underſtand, 
and believe the Doctrines of free Grace. 
For you ſay That the Defect of their 
Faith does not lie in a want of Love to, 
delight in, or Dependance upon what 
they believe; No, but in their not be- 
© lieving, or not underſtanding how jea- 
© lous, as well as how engaging, God ap- 
+ pears in the Diſplay of his Love in the 
* Goſpel*.” And this is as much as to ſay, 
that they conſider the Goſpel purely as a 
Doctrine of Grace, and don't view it as 
the Truth which is after Godlineſs. For, 
as you add, * If they did, they could 
have no Satisfaction but in loving and 
obeying God ; and the Opinion of the 
Apoſtle John concerning ſuch is, that 
they are liars, and the Truth is not in 
them, 1 Joh. ii. 4. 

And thus we ought to think of all who 
do not bring forth the good Fruit of the 
Word, whatever be the Cauſe of their 
Unfruitfulneſs, whether it be their not un- 
derſtanding, or their not believing the 
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© Truth, or their believing a Falſehood, or 
« ſome Lie connected with the Truth “. 
And as long as this is the Caſe, they have 
no Reaſon to comfort and pleafe them- 
ſelves with thinking that they are true Be- 
lievers, for not obeying the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they have Reaſon ro 
fear, that when He ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming - 
Fire, he will take Vengeance on them, and 
that they ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord 
and from the Glory of his PowerF. 

But although you have obſerv*d, that 
according to the Scriptures, we are to come 
to true Satisfaction by obeying as well as 
believing the Goſpel, yet you diſcourage 
us from examining our Hearts and Ways, 
that we may know whether we obey it or 
not. How (ſay you) can the Mind be 
* eaſed, or the Conſcience pacified upon 
* this Plan ? Upon this Plan for obtaining 
Peace, we muſt diſtinguiſh, divide and 
* ſubdivide very nicely, before we can be 
* ſuppoſed to arrive at any Degree of Cer- 
tainty, by diſtinguiſhing what is genuine 
* from what is counterfeit; and after all, 
* moſt probably, the Matter muſt remain 
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in doubtful ſad ſuſpence; muſt not Chriſ- 
tianity upon this Plan be a very uncom- 


fortable Thing; a very uncertain Scheme 
for Peace and Hope towards God ? k.“ 


To this it may be ſufficient to anſwer, 


that Chriſtianity is ſo pure, ſo holy a Doc- 


trine, that it calls on none but the Righ- 
teous, the upright in Heart, to rejoice in 


the Lord ; and is far from ſpeaking Peace 


to the Wicked 4. It aſſures us, indeed, 
that this is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the World to ſave even the Chief of 
Sinners 5. And this ſhould in Reaſon en- 
courage all to put away the Evil of their 
Doings from before the Eyes of the Lord, 
ceaſing to do Evil, and learning to do 
Well: But then it declares that there re- 
mains nothing but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of Judgment and fiery Indignation, 
to ſuch as refuſe and rebel d. And when 
theſe things are ſo, who ſees not that it is 
our Wiſdom carefully and diligently to en- 
quire whether we are righteous or wicked, 
and to preſs on after higher Meaſures and 
Degrees of Grace and Holineſs, that we 


may have that * Aſſurance of Hope which 
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ariſes from Experience in the Hearts of 
them that love God, and keep his Com- 
mandments J. 

< But behold (ſay you) in the midſt of all 
< theſe inextricable Perplexities the Goſ- 
pel proclaims the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


XR 6 


„all his Salvation, open and free for the 
« ſure Relief and Hope of the diſtreſſed and 


* miſerable Soul; while every thing elſe 
proves uncertain, this is certain. Tis 
found a ſafe Retreat, a ſure Foundation, 
* a ſufficient Stay; detached from every 
other Thought and Conſideration 5.“ 
And that we are to behold the Goſpel ſet- 
ting Chriſt before us as the only and ſure 
Foundation for our Hope is freely granted. 
It is abſolutely neceſſary to our Peace and 
Comfort; but then it ought to be obſerved, 
that we cannot ſay that he is the Foundation 
of our Hope, as long as we are wicked, 
and not righteous. For he is the Author 
of eternal Salvation to them only that obey 
him. To them he is a ſure Foundation, 
a ſufficient Stay; but notwithſtanding all 
that Chriſt has done, the Wrath of God 


cometh on the Children of Diſobedi- 
© ence.” 
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How many fancy that reſting on the Lord 
they are ſafe, while alas, Deſtruction and Mi- 
ſery are in their Ways ! An Inſtance of this 
we have in Mic. iii. 2. The Heads of the 
Houſe of Jacob judge for Reward, the 
Prieſts thereof divine for Money, yet 
© they lean upon the Lord; and ſay, Is not 
the Lord among us? No evil can come 
© upon us.“ We cannot be at a Certainty 
that our reſting on the Lord is not preſump- 
tuous and vain, any farther than-we are at 
a Certainty as to this, our being his Ser- 
* yants, 
For as has been obſerved, unleſs we are 
the Servants of God, the Threatnings of 
his Word, and not the Promiſes are our 
Portion. We are,” indeed, aſſured that,” 
as you ſay, in knowing and obeying the 
© Goſpel we may enjoy everlaſting Conſo- 
lation, and good Hope through Grace“; 
but there muſt be the obeying it, as well 
as the knowing-and believing it, or there 
cannot be this Hope and Conſolation. 

You ſpeak of this as a grand Objection 
frequently made and urged againſt your 
preſent View of the Goſpel, © How can J 
be ſatisfied unleſs I am conſcious that I 
believe Truly and Savingly? Muſt I not 
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© then by Examination and Proof have it 
appear to my Conſcience that I am a true 
« Believer, before I can have any well- 
grounded Satisfaction“? But to ſhew that 
this is a needleſs Objection, you aſſert that 
our having Satisfaction is a Proof of our be- 
ing tive Believers. For you tell us that © we 
* cannot know that we believe the Goſpel, 
but by feeling or becoming conſcious that 
* we are comforted, encouraged, or paci- 
« fied thereby; that the firſt Effect of this 
* Belief muſt be Peace of Conſcience before 
* God, through the Blood of Chriſt, and 
* ſome Senſe of the Divine Favour through 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, proclaimed as 
free in theGoſpel|}; that the Effect produced 
in believing it is a peculiar Experience of 
* Spiritual Peace, Reſt, and Refreſhment, 
and that this peculiar, diſtinguiſhing Ex- 
s perience, is of ſuch a Nature, that it con- 
* tains or produces, more or leſs, an expe- 
* rimental Conſciouſneſs of an Intereſt in, 
and Enjoyment of, the bleſſings compre- 
hended in the Declaration of Free GraceF.? 

You have not told us what you mean by 
a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Experience of 
Spiritual Peace ; but if you ſpeak of that 
Experience, which inflaming the Heart with 
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Love to Chriſt, leads to univerſal Obedience, 
I own that it is peculiar to true Believers; 
and as it ſhews the Truth of their Faith, fo 
it diſtinguiſhes them from all other Perſons, 
and gives them Reaſon to conclude that 
their Peace is true and well- grounded. For 
this is the Character of one who has true 
Peace, good Hope, through Grace, He 
« purifieth himſelf even as Chriſt is pure . 
But 1 ſee no Reaſon for your ſpeaking 
of Peace of Conſcience, and a Senſe of the 
Divine Favour as the firſt Effect of a Belief 
of the Goſpel, and as proving the Truth of 
our Faith, when, as you own, there are 
« ſome true Believers, who are not clearly 
« ſatisfied of the Safety of their State in 
* Chriſt®*,* and conſequently have not this 
Peace; and when there are many Unbe- 
lievers, who are ſaying, Peace, Peace, 
wher there is no Peace ; many who pleaſe 
themſelves with the thoughts that their State 
is ſafe, and their everlaſting Intereſts ſecure; 
while, alas! the Wrath of God abideth on 
them. And how can we fay that we are not 
thus miſtaken, and do not actually put a 
Cheat upon ourſelves, unleſs it appears to 
our Conſciences that we are true Believers? 
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You ſpeak of a Faith which is falſe, as 
well as of a Faith which is true]; and ſurely 
we may ſay that a falſe Faith cannot give 
us true Satisfaction, Peace of Conſcience 
before God, and aSenſe of the Enjoyment of 
the Divine Favour, No, this 1s peculiar 
to true Believers; and as the Dominion 
and Indulgence of Sin proves our Profeſ- 
« ſion to be alieF;? ſo it proves our Faith . 
to be falſe, and our Peace to be vain and 
groundleſs: And as if we ſay that we have 
Fellowſhip with God; ſo if we ſay that we 
have a right Faith, and true Peace, and walk 
in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the Truth 5. 

A concern to find that in ourſelves, which 
is a Proof of the Truth of our Faith, and di- 
ſtinguiſnes Believers from Unbelievers, or 
true Believers from thoſe whe are falſe, 13 
no other, in effect, than a Concern to find 
that our Hope in Chriſt is not Preſumption, 
and that we do not deceive ourſelves in think- 
ing that we are among thoſe, who being ju- 
ſtified by Faith, have Peace with God, thro? 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and reaſon to rejoice 
in hope of his Glory. 

Lou ſay that all the Scripture Exhor- 
© tations and Promiſes to Believers, if rightly 
* underſtood, conſpire to ſupport your View 
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of our Subject“; and that * the Goſpel 
js of ſuch a Nature, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth ſhall be ſavedſ].” But pleaſe to 
c.blerve, That the Believing, to which in 
the Goſpel Salvation is promiſed, is of ſuch 
a Nature, that whoſoever believeth, repents 
of his Sins, and loves and obeys the Lord 
Jeſus; for he himſelf hath aſſured us, that 
except we repent, we ſhall periſh ; and 
with his Apoſtle we may ſpeak of thoſe, not 
as bleſſed, but accurſed, who do not love 

Chriſt in Sincerity ; and he who hath his 
Commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth him. 

* There is (as you obſerve) no other way 
of obtaining Satisfaction, but by believing 
* on the Name of Chriſt, as ſtanding forth 
* to view in the Goſpel; and it is in this 
* Way that God conveys to his People a 
* Senſe of his Favour 44: But may it not 
alſo be obſerved, that they who have Satiſ- 
fiction, and to whom God conveys a Senſe 
of his Favour, are his People : They whom 
he fills with Peace and Joy in believing, be- 
ing made free from Sin, are the Servants of 
God, have their Fruit unto Holineſs, and 
love and obey the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity ; 
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being born of God, they are new Crea- 
tures [|], overcome the World, and all the 
various Characters the Scriptures give us of 
true Believers, to diſtinguiſh theſe happy 
Perſons from others, do agree to them; 
and unleſs conſcious of this, that we come 
under theſe Characters, it is not to be 
thought that we ſhould have true Peace and 
Satisfaction, becauſe we cannot have any 
Evidence of our ſpecial Intereſt in Chriſt, 
and cannot ſay that he is in us the Hope of 


Glory. 


It is very proper to warn us againſt 
* ſeeking after, or reſting upon ſome falſe 
dangerous Prop*,” and mixing ſome 
Works, or Acts of ours with Chriſt's 
* Righteouſneſs in the Matter of our Juſti- 
* fication, and taking our Hope of the 


Divine Favour from a Conſciouſneſs of 
having rightly performed them, inſtead 


of receiving it purely from the Conſide- 
ration of the Freeneſs of the Gift .“ But 
a right Faith in Chriſt prevents our falling; 
on this Rock, For as a true Believer is 
ſenſible that all have ſinned, and come ſhort 


of the Glory of God; ſo he concludes that 


a Man is juſtified freely by Grace, without 
the Deeds of the Law, through the Re- 
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demption which is in Chriſt, and He claims 
the Divine Favour, not as due to him on 
account of his own obedience , but purely 
as the Gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. a 
The Believer indeed ſees no way of ob- 
taining or enjoying Peace of Conſcience, 
but by a Reflection upon ſomething found 
in him, or experienced by him; but this is 
very conſiſtent with his looking on Chriſt 
as the ſole Foundation of Hope. For 
without finding or experiencing n 
in himſelf, as Faith, the Love, Fear of 
God, &c. he cannot ſee that he is among 
thoſe who are juſtified by Grace, and to 
whom the Divine Favour is freely given. 
But to uſe your own Words, * As theſe 
* things appear and advance in the Aﬀec- 
tions and Conduct, the Evidences of a 
« ſpecial Intereſt in Chriſt are diſcovered, 
© Not that this Perſon's Hope, Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction ariſes only, or chiefly 
© from theſe Evidences of Intereſt ; but 
from the Glory, Perfection, and Freeneſs 
of Divine Grace appearing in a revealed 
© Chrift, For it is this which He has all 
along in his Eye for his Hope and De- 
* pendance,. while he advances forward in 
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bringing forth ſuch Fruits of Faith as 
ſnew him to be a Diſciple of Chriſt l. 

You have given us the different Expe- 
riences of a Perſon before and after his hav- 
ing your View of the Goſpel. But I can- 
not congratulate him on the Change of his 
Sentiments. For his laſt State ſeems to me 
much worſe, that is, much more dange- 
rous than the former. | 
You obſerve that before he thought 
that there was a Neceſſity for him to find 
ſome ſaving Change, or good Diſpoſition 
wrought in him, before he could have 
any Peace in his Conſcience, or reſt to 
his Soul, from the perfect Work of 
Chriſt preſented in the Goſpel. But that 
now he finds relief to his Conſcience, not 
by diſcerning any favourable Symptom 
about himſelf, but by underſtanding that 
the Blood of Chriſt is all-ſufficient and 
free, according to the Divine Teſti- 
mony *. | 
But is not the Neceſſity of a ſaving 
Change, or a good Diſpoſition evidently 
taught us in ſuch Paſſages as theſe ? If any 
Man be in Chriſt he is a new Creature ; old 
Things are paſt away, behold all Things 
are become new FT. Know ye not that the 
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Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of God F. This ye know, that no Whore- 
monger, nor unclean Perſon, nor covetous 
Man who is an Idolater, hath any Inheri- 
tance in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of 
God. Let no Man deceive you with vain 
Words, for becauſe of theſe Things cometh 
the Wrath of God upon the Children of 
Diſobedience |. And ſuch Children we 
are, unleſs there be a ſaving Change, or a 
good Diſpoſition wrought in us. 

Well then may He be diſtreſt in his 
Thoughts who cannot percetve this Change 
in himſelf; and well may he ſeek after it 
and pray for it ; not, indeed, as that 
which will juſtify and ſave him ; but as 
that without which there is no being juſtified 
and ſaved, through the Redemption which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

To teach otherwiſe is to contradict the 
plain Doctrine of the Apoſtle, who aſſures 
us that they who are only Hearers of the 
Law, are not juſt before God ; but that the 
Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified *; and that 
of our bleſſed Saviour, Not every one that 
faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doth 
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the Will of my Father, which is in Hea- 
ven 8. 

The Tem * and Carriage of the Perſon 
ou ſpeak of, as not having your View of 


| the Goſpel, is agreeable to theſe Doctrines. 


But it looks as if he did not, in the leaſt, 
regard them, who finds Relief to his Con- 
* ſcience, Reſt to his Soul, by underſtand- 
ing that the Blood of Chriſt is all-ſuſfi- 
* cient and free, while he cannot diſcern 
any ſaving Change in himſelf*,” or, ſome 
Diſtinction for the better between himſelf 
© and another T.“ 

The perfect Work of Chriſt without us 
is not all that is neceſſary ; no, there muſt 
alſo be the Work of his Spirit, an holy 
Principle wrought in us. For we muſt 
be ſanctified by the Spirit of our God; 
and of Unrighteous made Righteous, as 
well as juſtified in the Name of the Lord 
J-ſus, or we cannot inherit the heavenly 
Kingdom. All whom Chriſt ſaves are 
his People; his willing People. He has 
their Hearts. They not only believe in 
him, but Love him in Sincerity l. He 
gave himſelf for them, to purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar People FF, zealous of good 
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Works; and he ſaves them from their Sins“. 
He bleſſes them in turning away every one 
of them from their Iniquities +. 

And from theſe plain Truths of the 
Goſpel it evidently follows that, as we may 
with Reaſon be diſtreſt in our Thoughts 
for want of perceiving a ſaving Change, or 
a good Diſpoſition wrought in us, ſo the 
apptehending that we have obtained it may 
well give us Pleaſure, Comfort and Joy. 
We are indeed to be looking for the Mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life, 
and not to what we find in ourſelves; but 
we may reaſonably conſider this Change as 
an Evidence of our being true Believers, 
Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, and conſequently, 
as an Argument that our Hope in Him is 
not vain and groundleſs. 

* You cannot in Conſcience,* you fay, 
give Indulgence, in the Courſe of your 
Preaching, to the Comfort and Pleaſure 
ſome take from the Contemplation of an 
inward Work, an holy Principle wrought 
in them, ſeparate from a direct View of 
Chriſt, known and believed $?* And if 
by this you mean no more than that you 
cannot in Conſcience take off their Thoughts, 

and Hopes, and Comfort and Pleaſure, from 
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Chriſt, and fix them upon that which ts 
wrought in them, I have nothing to object: 
But if this inward Work be conſidered, as 
your Friend expreſſes it, not as adding 
any thing to the Ground of their Hope, 
but only as evidential of their perſonal In- 
« tereſt in, and vital Union with Chriſt, as 
* the Lord their Righteouſneſs, Hope, and 
Strength 4,“ I ſee not why you ſhould 
ſcruple to call on thoſe who find it in them- 
ſelves, even to rejoice and be exceeding 

lad. 

, You obſerve that he who ſeeth the 
* Truth, rejoices in Chriſt alone, havin 
no Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. iii. 35.“ 
But the Word alone is your Addition to the 
Text, and contrary to the Apoſtle's Expe- 
rience, who ſpeaks of this alſo as his re- 
joicing, the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of 
God, he had his Converſation in the World. 
He rejuiced in Chriſt as the Author of 
eternal Salvation, and in this Teſtimony as 
an Evidence of his having believed on him 
to the ſaving of his Soul; but they muſt 
neceſſarily be Strangers to this joy, who 
know not what to make of their Conver- 
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ſation, whether it be in Hypocriſy, or 
godly Sincerity, after the Fleſh, or after the 
Spirit. | 

That Doctrine which is pacifying to ſome 
may be terrifying to others. As for inſtance, 
Vecauſe the Lord reigneth his Servants 
ſhould rejoice F, and his Enemies tremble. 
And thus it is as to the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, as revealed in the Goſpel. It may 
well have theſe different, nay contrary Ef- 
feats upon Men, according as their Experi- 
ences are, It may give Peace and Comfort 
to thoſe, who find Reaſon to conclude, 
that they are Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, and 
yet ſtrike Terror into thoſe, who are ſaying 
in their Hearts, We will not have him 
to reign over us.” 

We commonly ſpeak of Chriſt as a Sa- 
viour, and it may indeed be ſaid, that 
whatever our Experiences are, there is no- 
thing terrifying in this Notion of him ; 
but then it may alſo be ſaid, that it cannot 
give us Peace in our Conſciences, and fill 
us with Joy, unleſs we begin to experience 
the Work of his Grace in our Souls, mak- 
ing us his obedient Servants. For that he 
might be our Saviour he gave himſelf for 
us, not only that we might have Redemp- 
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tion through his Blood the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace ; ; 
but that he might alſo purify unto himſelf 
a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 
and he is the Saviour of ſuch only as obey 
him. 

But Chriſt is ſpoken of in Scripture as 
the Judge, as welle as Saviour of Men; and 
we are aſſured that we muſt all appear be- 
fore his Judgment Seat, that every one 
may receive the Things done in his Body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad ®. And as this Notion of 
Chriſt, mixed with Faith, leads ſome to 
rejoice in the Lord, with. Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, o it leads others, like 
Felix, to tremble at the hearing of it. 

Your Obtervation is very juſt, That 
* a terrifying Apprehenſion of Guilt and 
* Peace of Conſcience are certainly ſuch 
* contraries, that they cannot exiſt in the 
* ſame Soul, at the ſame Time, but in 
Propo pore as the one prevails, the other 
ſubſides . And agreeably to this, we 
may fay, that as the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
the great Judge of all the World, cannot 
reaſonably tent thoſe, who finding. by 
Experience, that they fo believe in him as to 
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love and obey him, ſee Reaſon to rejoice 
in Hopes that, in the Day of Judgment, 

the Saviour will ſay to them, Come ye 

* blefled of my Father, inherit the King- 

* dom prepared for you from the Founda- 

© tion of the World * ,* ſo the Knowledge 

of Chriſt the Saviour cannot reaſonably 
pacify the Conſoiences of thoſe, who find- 

ing by experience that they are among the 
Deſpiſers and Rejecters of Chriſt, ſee Rea- 

ſon to fear that the Judge will paſs this 
dreadful Sentence upon them, Depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels +.” 

You make a Suppoſition, that © a Sinner 

is perplexed, by attending to ſuch ſolemn 

* Paſſages as theſe, He that believes not 
ſhall be damned, Mat. xvi. 16. Except 
ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 
Luk. xiii, 3. Except a Man be born 
again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
* Joh. iti. 3. Without Holineſs no Man 
; © ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. And 
| you add from hence he naturally gathers 
© that he can have no Peace to his Conſci- 
< ence, unleſs he finds Reaſon to conclude, 
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* that he is a Believer, a Penitent, a renew- 
ed Man, and one ſanctified by the Spirit 4. 
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The Word naturally is printed in a diffe- 
rent Character, that the more Notice may 
be taken of it; it may be with a Deſign, 
to lead your Readers to look on him as a 
natural Man, to whom the Things of the 
Spirit are Fooliſhneſs *, who makes ſuch an 
Inference from thoſe Paſſages ; for agree- 
ably to this you add, What a ſurpriſing 
* Relief muſt it be to his Mind, which is 
thus perplexed for want of ſomething, in 
«* himſelf, to afford him Peace, to be ſtruck - 
* with the Evidence which the Goſpel af- 
* fords for the immediate Freeneſs of the 
© Grace revealed by Chriſt ; he now finds 
Peace coming into his Conſcience from 
* thence, directly in a way of Believing .“ 

You juſtly obſerve, that an awakened 
* Conſcience cannot be truly pacified, but 
© by a real Perſuaſion of the Freeneſs of 
Divine Grace .“ But may it not alſo be 
obſerved, that the ſolemn Paſſages you have 
quoted do evidently ſhew, that his Conſci- 
ence cannot be truly pacified by this Per- 
ſuaſion, who finds nothing in himſelf to 
ſatisfy him, that he is a true Believer, and 
conſequently a Penitent, renewed and ſanc-, 
tified. 

I agree with you that we are not to ſeek 
after ſomething in ourſelves to afford us 
F 
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Peace, or from whence to derive it, inſtead 
of receiving it purely frgm the perfect Work 
of Chriſt, and the Freeneſs of his Grace. 
But ſurely we ſhould be concerned to have, 
and find, that in ourſelves, which may 
ſatisfy us that we are among the happy 
Perſons, to whom God in his Word ſpeaketh 
Peace; that is, not among his Enemies 
but Servants; not Wicked but Righteous. 
The Goſpel is certainly very proper to 
give Relief to even the Chief of Sinners, 
the vileſt Miſcreants, who are awakened to 
a Senſe of their Sins, and in great fear of 
everlaſting Puniſnment. For it ſets an all- 
ſuſficient Saviour before them, and com- 
mands, invites and incourages, every indi- 
vidual Perſon among them, to look unto 
him that he may be ſaved. n 
But what Reaſon can any one have for 
thinking, that the Goſpel will afford him 
any Relief, or do any Thing to pacify his 
Conſcience, unleſs he believes it, when the 
Saviour himſelf has declared, that he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned? And indeed 
it is not eaſy to conceive that one, who 
does not believe, ſhould find Peace com- 
ing into his Conſcience directly in a way 

< of Believing.” 
But let us ſuppoſe, that a Perſon does, 
in ſome Senſe, believe the Goſpel, . 
that 


(41) 
that he looks upon it as the Word of God, 
and makes no Queſtion of its Truth; will 
this give him that Peace of Conſcience 
which this Doctrine of our Salvation is 
proper to give? I may confidently anſwer, 
No, it will not, unleſs he has Repentance 
as well as Faith; or in other Words, unleſs 
his Faith works ſo effectually in him as to 
produce Repentance. And he cannot be 
aſſured that his Faith is true and genuine, 
juſtify ing and ſaving, before he finds that 
Repentance is the Fruit of it. For remem- 
ber the Saviour has ſaid, © Except ye re- 

« pent, ye ſhall all likewile periſh.” 

Let us alſo ſuppoſe, that we have a 
Faith, which, not working by Love, does 
not purify the Heart, and that we have a 
Repentance which is not the Converſion of 
the Soul; and that, notwithſtanding our 
Faith and Repentance, it cannot be ſaid, 
that we are renewed and ſanctified, what 
Reaſon can we have to ſpeak Peace to our- 
ſelves, when the Saviour has declared, that 
they only, who are born again, can ſee the 
Kingdom of God; and when his great 
Apoſtle has aſſured us, that without Holi- 
neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord? And do 
they not, in this, ſpeak agreeably to that 
Doctrine which, as has been already. ob- 


ſerved, you yourſelf have taught us? viz. 
E 3 That 
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That no Faith truly juſtifies, but that which 
ſanctifies. wor 

If, as you ſay, Evangelical Peace and Reſt 
becomes the Root and Spring of all that 
Love and Obedience, which diſtinguiſhes 
© a Believer from others“, how can any 
Perſon ſee Reaſon to conclude that he is a 
Believer, and that his Peace and Reſt is 
Evangelical, who can find nothing of this 
Love and Obedience? And yet you ſpeak 
of his obtaining it, by underſtanding that 
the Blood of Chriſt is all-ſufficient and free, 
who cannot diſcern one favourable Symp- 
tom about himſelf. | 

A Perſon in theſe Circumſtances may have 
the Peace, the Comfort, the Joy, that ariſes 
from a firm Belief of this, that he is com- 
manded, invited, encouraged to look unto 
Chriſt, for all the Bleſſings he needs, and to 
receive him as a free and all-ſufficient Sa- 
viour : But he cannot have that Peace, that 
Comfort, and Joy, that ſprings from a Senſe 
of this, that all thoſe Bleſſings are actually 
his, unleſs he can ſay that he has received 
him, ard finds in himſelf that Love and 
Obedience which diſtinguiſhes the Believer 
om others. p 

To prevent our deceiving ourſelves in a 
Matter of this Importance, and to keep us 
P. 79. 

from 
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from dreaming that we fee Viſions of Peace 
for ourſelves, when there is no Peace, but 
Deſtruction and Miſery are in our Ways, 
the Scripture frequently gives us the Cha- 
racter of thoſe whom it ſpeaks of as bleſſed. 
For inſtance, it aſſures us that he, whoſe 
Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is co- 
vered, the Man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth not Iniquity, 1s one in whoſe Spirit 
there is no Guile : He is an Iſraelite in- 
deed, upright before God, his ſincere Ser- 
vant: And it obſerves concerning him who 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, and to whom there is no 
Condemnation, that he walks not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit . In vain there- 
fore do they pacify their Conſciences, and 
pleaſe themſelves with the Thoughts of be- 
ing thus bleſſed, who find no reaſon to think 
that they come under theſe Characters. 

We may know and be perſuaded that 
there is free Forgiveneſs with God, that he 
may be feared, and yet have no Evidence of 
this, that through the Riches of his Grace, 
our Sins are actually forgiven us. And as 
unleſs we believe, ſo unleſs we repent, are 
converted and ſanctified by the Faith that 
is in Jeſus, it cannot be ſaid that we have 
any Part, or Lot, in this Privilege. And 
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from this it follows, that unleſs we have 
ſome Satisfaction concerning the Reality of 
our Faith, Repentance, Converſion, and 
Sanctification, we can have no true Peace 
in our Conſciences. | 

But pleaſe to obſerve, that I don't fay 
that we muſt have this Sanctification pre- 
viouſly to our looking to Chriſt for the For- 
giveneſs of our Sins: We are not, as you 
ſpeak, to ſeek after, to pray and feel for 
ſome gracious Principle in ourſelves, as 
a Sort of Prerequiſite to Juſtification F.“ 
Believing on Chriſt that we may be juſtified 
by Faith, and not by Works, is that to 
which we are, in the firſt Place, to apply. 
And ſince Chriſt is ſet before us a Prince 
and Saviour, exalted by the Right-hand of 
God, to give Repentance to Iſrael, and the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, it is very evident that 
'we are to look to him, by Faith, for both 
theſe Bleſſings. But ſince the Saviour him- 
ſelf has aſſured us, that except we repent, 
we muſt periſh; unleſs ſatisfied of this our 
having Repentance, we cannot have the Sa- 
tisfaction of knowing that our Sins are for- 
given us. SLE 

I freely grant the whole of that for which 
you ſay you contend, viz. That there is 
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* ſuch a Truth in the Goſpel, as is a ſuffi- 
© cient Warrant for a Sinner, as ſuch, im- 
* mediate]y to truſt in Chriſt for his own 
Salvation J.“ This is too plain to be diſ- 
puted, For as it is a faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the World to ſave even the chief 
of Sinners“; and he is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, all them that come unto God by 
himT ; ſo all are invited and encouraged to 
look unto him, that they may be faved Þ 
and he himſelf has aſſured us, that him that 
cometh to him, he will in no wiſe caſt 
out F.* 

But you are ſuſpicious, that in granting 
this there may be ſame latent Reſerve or 
* Miſtake.* For you add, Perhaps after 
* all this Acknowledgment, it may ſtill be 
* ſuppoſed, that the Sinner, in order to have 
* a ſatisfying Hope towards God, through 
© the Freeneſs of Grace revealed, muſt firſt 
prove himſelf to be ſufficiently and truly 
* convinced.” | 

But whether the Sinner's Conviction re- 
ſpects his own Sin and Miſery, or the All- 
ſufficiency of the Saviour, or the Freeneſs of 

his Grace, or any thing elſe, if it be the 
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Means of engaging him to receive Chriſt, 
and truſt in him for his Salvation, it may 
well be thought to be ſufficient. 

You juſtly obſerve, that © the gracious 
© Exhortations and Promiſes of the Word, 
believe and live; look and be ſaved; come and 


find ret; have a moſt encouraging and Soul- 


pacifying meaning, and plainly ſuggeſt to 
* an enlightened Underſtanding a refreſhing 
« Hint|:* Bur it does not follow from this, 
that he does not apprehend their true Mean- 
ing, who is perplexed about theſe Ads, or, 
as you ſpeak in another Place, © concerned 
* to know whether he has a right Sort of 
Faith, or performs the great Work of be- 
* lieving in a right manner, as previouſly 


© neceſfary to his Peace J.“ 


We are not indeed * to ſeek Relief from 
the apprehending ourſelves to be Believers, 
or from any thing wrought in us, or done 
by us, but from that which we believe, 
the Truth of God, the perfect Work of 
* Chriſt proclaimed in the freeGoſpelF.* To 
truſt in ourſelves, our Faith, or our Holi- 
neſs, is inconſiſtent with truſting in Chriſt, 
But it is very evident from the Word of 
Truth, and we ſhould not fail to obſerve it, 
that notwithſtanding all that Chriſt has 
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done, and the exceeding Riches of the 
Grace of God in his Kindneſs towards us 
through him, as he that believeth not the 
Son ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of 
God abideth of him“, ſo without Holineſs 
no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. And from 
this it neceſſarily follows, that it cannot be 
ſaid that He ſo believeth on Chriſt as to 
have Life through his Name, who is not 
ſanctified by the Faith that is in him. 

It muſt therefore be very proper for every 
one, who is concerned for his Salvation, 
* to pray for the Spirit, and for a Work of 
Grace in the Heart, that he may feel it 
in himſelf, and through that Medium 
© have Peace in his Conſcience, and ſen- 
* ſible Enjoyment of the Divine Favour ;* 
and not only to pray, but to reſolve, and 
heartily endeavour to put away the Evil of 
his Doings from before the Eyes of the 
Lord, to ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
well, | 

But to this you object, that all Prayers, 
* Reſolutions and Endeavours, previous to 
having Peace with God, through Faith 
in the Blood of Chriſt, are only aimed at 
the doing, or feeling ſomething from 
whence to derive Peace, inſtead of re- 
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© ceiving it purely from the Freeneſs of 
Divine Grace.“ And to ſhew that they, 
who are found in theſe Duties, ſeek Righ- 
teouſneſs not by Faith, but as it were by 
the Works of the Law, you refer to Rom. 
2 f. 

You ſay, that they who know your 
* general Character and Principles, will not 
* eaſily credit the Charges frequently al- 
© ledged againſt your Doctrine, viz. that 
S Antinomian * and this, it ſeems, is 
one of theſe Charges, that it ſets aſide 
© the uſe of Exhortations to Unbelievers . 
But to what will you exhort them, if not 
to pray for the Spirit, and for a Work of 
Grace in their Hearts, and to Reſolutions 
and Endeavours ſuitable to their Prayers ? 
And yet how can you exhort them to theſe 
Things, it you look on their being found 
in them as a ſlighting the Grace of God, and 
a ſeeking Righteouſneſs by the Works of 
the Law? 

But although it may be ſaid, that they 
ſeek Righteouſneſs not by Faith, but, as it 
were, by the Works of the Law, to whom 
Chriſt is as a ſtumbling Stone and a Rock 
of Offence, and who are ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, that Method for the Juftifi- 
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cation of Sinners which he has eſtabliſhed, 
yet there is no Reaſon to cenſure thoſe as 
acting after this manner, who know and 
believe, that . the Scripture hath concluded 
all under Sin, and that a Man is not juſti- 
fied by the Deeds of the Law, but by the 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and who agreeably 
to this are praying, in his Name, for his 
Spirit. 

And it is certain that whatever our Know- 
ledge and Belief of the Truth may be, and 
how much ſoever our Conſciences may be 
pacified thereby, if we have not the Spirit 
of Chriſt we are none of his “; and all our 
Hopes of everlaſting Life are vain and 
groundleſs, unleſs, through the Workings 
of his Spirit, being made free from Sin, 
we become Servants to God, and have our 
Fruit unto Holineſs P. For he who hath. 
a well-grounded Hope, purifieth himſelf 
even as he is pure F. 

* Upon the whole then, I muſt con- 
* clude, that (as you ſay) a right Notion 
and real Belief of the Truth, that is, 
* ſuch a Notion and ſuch a Belief of it 


* as is juſtifying and ſaving, will be (nayis$) 
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productive of ſpiritual and ſaving Fruits; 
as for inſtance, © That Love and Obedi- 
* ence, which diſtinguiſhes a Believer from 
© others F. And from this it follows, that 
they, in whom none of theſe Fruits can 
be found, deceive themſelves in thinking 
that, being juſtified by Faith, they have 
Peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
© Lord.” 

I join with you in lamenting the Caſe of 
thoſe who, not © having the Knowledge of 
« Chriſt, and his complete Redemption, as 
< appearing in the Goſpel, for their only 
Hope, Righteouſneſs, and Strength,” think 
to be juſtified by their own Works, © and 
* know no other Peace of Conſcience than 
© what they derive from a Reflection upon 
* their Experiences and Evidences *. 
But then I look on their Condition as no 

better, who believe and love the Doctrine 
of Free Redemption, and receive Satisfac- 
tion only, and immediately from thence 8, 
although they have no Experience of a Work 
of Grace in their Souls, ſhewing itſelf in a 
correſponding Goſpel Conduct; and who 
are not conſtrained, by their Knowledge and 
their Faith, to love and obey the Lord Jeſus, 
as well as to truſt and hope in him. 
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I own that there is a * Knowledgeof Chriſt, 


* which is properly the Principle of Grace; 
and that it may very well be ſaid that the 


© Believer is not poſſeſſed of any Principle 


previous to it; and that it is the Spring 
* of all he is as a Chriſtian, by which he is 
Jed to live continually upon ſomething 
without, not taking his Encouragement 
or Hope from any T hing within himſelf, 
© but from the Conſideration of what he 
* ſees in Chriſt, and the Goſpel of Free 
* Grace, and that this Knowledge of Chriſt 
is ſufficient for Comfort and Holineſs *. 
But it ought to be obſerved, that we 


cannot thus ſpeak of that which you call 
the pure, or meer Knowledge of Chriſt : 
No, but of that Knowledge of him, which, 
as you ſay, is given to the Soul by the 
Spirit r,“ and which is not alone, but ac- 
companied with other Graces ; particularly 
Faith, a Faith that is the Operation and 
Gift of God, which working by Love pu- 
rifies the Heart. For unleſs that which we 
know be mixed with Faith, it cannot 
profit us. N 

And as to both the Knowledge and the 
Faith of Chriſt, it may juſtly be ſaid, that 
unleſs we find by Experience, that being at- 
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tended by other Graces, they are ſufficient 
and effectual for Holineſs, we ought not to 
think that they are ſufficient and effectual 
for Peace and Comfort. For as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Though I have all Knowledge, and 
though I have all Faith, and have not 
Charity, true Love to God and my Neigh- 
bour, I am nothing, it profiteth me no- 
thing“. | 7 
There is the more Reaſon to take Notice 
of this, becauſe preſumptuous Hopes in 
Chriſt are ſo common and ſo fatal. For 
many we may meet with, the ſhew of whoſe 
Countenance doth Witneſs againſt them, 
they drelare their Sin as Sodom, they hide 
it not, and yet having that * aſſurance. of 
Faith, which ariſes from the Evidence 
carried in the Divine Teſtimony to the 
* Conſciences of the UngodlyT,” or being 
futly perſuaded that Chriſt came to ſave 
Sinners, they Hope in him for Salvation, 
and ſo dwell careleſs, quiet and ſecure, free 
from all Fear of the Divine Threatenings. 
But to encourage the Hopes of ſuch 
Perſons, what is it but to ſtrengthen their 
Hands, that they ſhould not return from 
their Wickedneſs? And ſurely. we may 
Keep at a Diſtance from every Thing that 
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has ſuch a Tendency, and yet give unto 
the Lord the Glory due unto his Name, 
for the exceeding Riches of his Grace, in 
his Kindneſs towards us through Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and thankfully acknowledge, that 
it is not by Works of Righteouſneſs which 
we do, but according to his Mercy that he 
ſaveth us. | | 

To know that we are paſſed from Death 
to Life, is it not (ſays the late truly reve- 
rend and pious Mr. Hervey) à moſt de- 
ſirable Knowledge? On the other Hand, 
can any Thing be more afflicting, than 
a State of Suſpenſe with regard to this all 
important Affair? To be in ſuſpenſe 
whether my final Lot will fall, in the 
Regions of endleſs Miſery, or the Man- 
ſions of eternal Glory ?—lnſupportable*.” 
And yet a Caſe may be ſuppoſed that is 
infinitely more to be dreaded than this, and 
it is, in fact, the Caſe of thoſe who live 
and die in full Hopes of Heaven, but have 
great Reaſon for the Fears of being caſt 
down to Hell; and who, ſhould they cry 
to the Saviour with the greateſt Confidence, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, ſhall receive for 
Anſwer, * Verily I ſay unto you, I never 
* knew you: depart from me, ye that 
© work Iniquity.” 
; Letters, Vol. ii. xxix. 
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What Diligence then ſhould every one 
ſhew, that he may have the full Aſſurance 
of Hope, and keep it to the End of his 
Courſe ? That Aſurance to which the Un- 
godly, notwithſtanding their Belief of the 
Goſpel, are neceſſarily Strangers; for, as 
you have well obſerved, it * ariſes from 
Experience in the Hearts of them that 
love God, and keep his Command- 
* ments *.“ 

You ſay, that you have always aſſerted 
and maintained, that inward Experiences, 
followed by correſponding Goſpel Con- 
* duct, are the only Things that can evi- 
« dence a perſonal Intereſt in Chriſt, and 
that ſo far as theſe appear to be genuine, 
* and no farther, we have ground to con- 
* clude it concerning ourſelves T.“ And all 
that I deſire of you is, that you would 
hold on aſſerting and maintaining, and 
never contradict, that which you have al- 
ways aſſerted and maintained. 

But I cannot help thinking that a Man- 
may have that Faith which is nothing elſe 
but a Belief of the Truth, who worketh not 
but only believeth ; and that there may 
be a Conviction of this, that the whole Work 
of Chriſt is frecly preſented to Sinners as 
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ſuch for their Relief; and that this Convic- 
tion may pacify the Soul, and lead a Perſon 
to take his whole Hope purely from thence, 
and yet not be followed with a correſpond- 
ing Goſpel Conduct“. | 

I cannot therefore but earneſtly beſeech 
you to deal plainly with your Hearets, and 
let them know, thar, if it be thus with any 
of them, they are in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and Bond of Iniquity; and that as for the 
Faith or Conviction, with which, it may 
be, they pleaſe themſelves, inſtead of look- 
ing on it as ſaving, they ſhould rather con- 
ſider it as the Condemnation Þ, adding to their 
Guilt, and rendering them worthy of the 
ſorer Puniſhment. ; ok 

I ſhall only add a paſſage to this purpoſe, 
in Theron and Aſpaſio, Dialogue XVI. They 
had fled to a Summer-houſle for Shelter from 
an approaching Storm. And upon this 
Aſpaſio ſays, * Could this Building, though 
very ſubſtantial, have ſecured us from the 
* ruſhing Rains, if we had not betaken our- 
* ſelves to its friendly Coverts? And then 

he adds as follows: 
© Chriſt is repreſented in the Prophecy of 
* Iſaiah, by this very Image, as a Place of 
* Refuge, and as a Covert from the Storm and 
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from Rain; that is, his Merits and Death 
are a ſure Protection from the Curſe of the 
Law, and the Damnation of Hell : No 
Fury of the Elements fo terrible as zhe/e; 
no Bulwark of Stone ſo impregnable as 
thoſe. —If this be a proper Emblem of 
Chriſt, to what ſhall we liken Faith? To 
a Perſuaſion, that the Shelter of the Sum- 
mer-houſe is free for our Uſe? That we 
are welcome to avail. ourſelves of the 
commodious Retreat? Would this defend 
us from the Inclemency of the Weather? 
Would this keep us dry, amidſt the de- 
ſcending Deluge? Would this bare Per- 
ſuaſion, unleſs reduced to Practice, be any 
manner of Advantage to our Perſons ?— 

No, ſurely ; we muſt aftuallysfly to the 
Shelter; and we mult actually apply to 
the Saviour; otherwiſe I ſee not what 
Comfort or Benefit can be derived from 


either.“ fore 


Yours, Se. 


BO OE printed for F. Buckland, 
at the Buck in Pater-naſter Row, 


1 ET TE RS to the Author of the 

0 Grounds and Reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion: Shewing that Chriſt- 
ianity is ſupported by Facts well atteſted, 
and that the Words in Iſaiah vii. 14. Bebold 
a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, in their 
literal and only Senſe, are a Prophecy of 
the Conception and Birth of the Meſſiah 
fulfilled in Jeſus. 1726. Price 18. 

IT. A Diſcourſe proving the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, and ſhewing that it is a ſufficient 
Demonſtration of the Truth of Chriftianity. 
1726, Price 6d. 

III. A Defence of the Argument of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity from Miracles, and 
the Goſpel Application of ſeveral Paſſages 
in the Old Teſtament, or, A Reply to a 
Book, entitled, A Letter to the Author of 
the Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian | 
Religion, in Anſwer to Mr. Green's Letters, 
&. 1728. Price 1s. 

IV. The Unreaſonableneſs of going on 
in Stealing, and other Sins, and Charity the 
Duty of the Poor as well as the Rich. A 
Diſcourſe on Eph. iv. 28. occaſioned by 
robbing the Place of Worſhip; 1737. 
Price 4d. 

V. The 


BOOKS Printed for J.BuckLaxp; 


V. The Law eſtabliſhed by St. Paul's 
Doctrine of Juſtification. A Diſcourſe on 
Rom: iii. 3 1. at Bedford. 1734. Price 4d. 

VI. Friendly Conferences; 1. On Mr. 
Taylor's Key to the Apoſtolick Writings, 
and his Paraphraſe on the Epiſtle to the 
Romans; 2. On Dr. Sykes's Remarks on 
Lord Bolingbroke's Treatment of St. Paul. 
Deſigned to ſhew, that they who are Chriſt's, 
Diſciples are happier at preſent than the 
wicked Profeſſors of Chriſtianity z and to 
ſtate and vindicate ſeveral Doctrines of the 
' Goſpel, 17545. Price 28. | 
VII. Eternal Life conſidered under the 
Notion of an Eſtate ; the Holy Scriptures 
as the Title Deeds; deſcribing the Perſons 
who ſhall inherit it: With a plain Account 
of their general Character: In three Dia- 
logues. Price bound is. | 

VIII. The Lord's Supper conſidered, 
with Meditations fuited to the ſeveral Parts 
of the Ordinance. To which are prefixed 
Three Diſcourſes delivered at the Lord's 
Table, by the learned John Owen, D. D. 
and ſame Remarks on the Plain Account of 
the Sacrament. Price bound 1s. 6d. 

IX. A plain Account of Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt : In Remarks on ſeveral Paſſages in 
the Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, Price 6d. 


* ˖ 


*% 


* 


